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Britain and America ought to be repealed"; but a [notion to put the question to agree with this resolution was defeated by a majority of twenty. John Marshall voted to put the question.1
Those resisting the effort to carry out the Treaty sf Peace declared that Great Britain itself had not complied with it, because the British had not surrendered the American posts retained by them at the close of the war and had not returned or paid for the slaves carried away by the British forces.2 A fortnight after the first defeat of the movement against the anti-debt law, a resolution was laid before the House instructing Virginia's Representatives in Congress to request that body to protest to the British Government against this infraction of the Treaty and to secure reparation therefor, and stating'that the Virginia Legislature would not cooperate "in the complete fulfillment of said treaty" until this was done. The intent of the resolution was that no British debts should be paid for a long time to come.
But the resolution did provide that, when this reparation was made, or when "Congress shall adjudge it indispensably necessary/' the anti-debt laws "ought to be repealed and payment made to all [creditors] in such time and manner as shall consist with the exhausted situation of this Commonwealth"; and that "the further operation of all and every act or acts of the Assembly concerning escheats and forfeitures from British subjects ought to be
-i Journal, H.D. (1st Sess.), 1784, 41. * Ib., 54; 72-73. The Treaty required both.